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Psalm 119:165—“Those who love Thy law have great peace, And 

nothing causes them to stumble.” 

Jer 15:16—“Thy words were found and I ate them, And Thy words 

became for me a joy and the delight of my heart” 

Prov 30:5-6—“Every word of God is tested
1
; He is a shield to those 

who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His words Lest He reprove you, 

and you be proved a liar.” 

Isa 66:1-2—“Thus says the LORD, "Heaven is My throne, and the earth 

is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And 

where is a place that I may rest? 

 2 "For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into 

being," declares the LORD. "But to this one I will look, To him who is 

humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.” 

 

Prayer 

 

Series Recap: Rediscovering the Church 

 

� Definition: The church is the people of God (all true believers) living 

in vital relationship with the Lord and one another, carrying out her 

God-given mission of abiding in, modeling/reflecting, and 

proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ for the glory of God. 

 

� God-centered Identity of the church 

� Gospel-defined Identity of the body 

� The Churches True Image: family of God; bride of Christ; temple of 

the living God; body of Christ  

 

� Worship: The ultimate purpose of the church 

� Disciplemaking: The Mission of the church 

o Great Commission (missions) exists to advance our primary 

purpose of exalting God in worship. Missions exists because 

                                                           
1
 NIV—flawless; ESV—proves true 

worship doesn’t; so we take the gospel to the ends of the 

earth so that God will receive the worship He is due;  

o The ongoing ministry of discipleship, then, deepens and 

authenticates our life of worship by fulfilling the Greatest 

Commandment to love God with all our heart.  

 

� How the church functions:  

o Scriptures: the authority of the church 
o Prayer: the power of the church 

o Gospel community: relating to one another in love 

o Spiritual gifts: serving Christ and His body 

o Stewardship: supporting the body 

o Spiritual leadership: leading the body to follow Christ 

o Membership: belonging to the body 

o Church discipline: protecting the body 

 

Grudem: “The authority of Scripture means that all the words in Scripture 

are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word of 

Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.”
2
 

 

Frame: “To say that God’s Word has authority…is to say that it creates 

obligations in its hearers: obligations to believe what it says, to do what it 

commands, to write in on our hearts, and so on.”
3
 

 

Where does this authority come from?  

 a. Scripture is God’s own Word.  

         2 Pet 1:20-21—“But know this first of all, that no prophecy of  

    Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no  

    prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men  

    moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 b. Add to this that God is omniscient and its impossible for God to  

     lie (Heb 6:18), which means that His word is inerrant truth.  

 c. So Scripture is the true inerrant word of God, which bears  

     the authority of God Himself.  

                                                           
2
 Wayne Grudem. Systematic Theology, pg. 73.  

3
 John Frame. Systematic Theology, pg. 610.  
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I would like us to think together about two aspects of the authority of 

Scripture for the church:  

 

1. The Bible is the authority under we which we live (Heb 4:12-13; 2 Tim 

3:16-17) 

 

This is important because as the people of God we must be a people of the 

Word. There is no other way for us to ultimately be under the authority of 

God than to be under His Word. To have a casual view of the Scriptures is to 

live in rebellion to God, just like my kids would be rebelling against me as 

their father, if they didn’t take my word seriously. There are two ways to 

come at the Bible: we will either view ourselves as under Scripture or over 

Scripture. To come at the scriptures from above is to posture ourselves as 

superior to God Himself, while coming under the authority of Scripture is to 

bring ourselves under God’s rightful authority over us.  

 

Let me take you to a couple passages of scripture that model our need to live 

under the authority of Scripture.  

 

a. [2 Timothy 3:14-17] 

 

If we go to the Scriptures as the source of wisdom, salvation, and 

faith, as vs. 15 says, then we must approach Scripture as above us 

with superior authority. The sacred writings provide the wisdom 

needed to lead us to salvation through faith in Jesus. Notice here that 

apart from the Scriptures, we cannot have genuine faith because we 

lack the wisdom to see our need for Christ and we don’t know what 

to believe in.  

 

In vs. 16 w see that Scripture has authority over us to teach us, 

reprove us, correct us, and train us in righteousness. This authority is 

based on the fact that Scripture is inspired or literally, “God-

breathed.” Here Paul coins a word that stresses the divine origin of 

Scripture and therefore its authority. Even though God used human 

authors to pen the Scriptures, He worked in such a way that the 

words they wrote were the very words of God (2 Pet 1:20-21). In 

other words, when Scripture speaks, God speaks!  

 

Now, let’s take a moment to look that these four ways in which we 

experience the benefit of the authoritative Word.
4
 We come under the 

Word for… 

 

i. Teaching: Scripture has the authority to teach us what is true; to 

renew our minds and align our thinking with divine truth; to provide 

everything necessary for godly living through the true knowledge of 

God (2 Pet 1:3).  

 

ii. Reproof: Scripture has the authority to rebuke wrong belief (or 

unbelief) and sinful behavior.  

 

iii. Correction: Correction has to do with restoring us to our proper 

condition; helping the one who has fallen back to their feet again.  

 

iv. Training in Righteousness: This has to do with positive training in 

godly behavior.  

 

Here we have the full spectrum of the authoritative truth of Scripture 

teaching us in a way that rebukes ungodliness, brings restorative correction, 

and further trains us in godly living.  

 

Another passage that points us to the authority of Scripture is… 

 b. Heb 4:12-13 

 

The context of Hebrews 3 & 4 is that the author has been preaching an 

exposition of Psalm 95 warning his hearers to not be like the Israelites who 

died in the wilderness in their unbelief because they failed to give heed to 

God’s voice. Rather they should emulate the people of Joshua’s day who 

                                                           
4
 Cf. Notes in MacArthur Study Bible. 
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obeyed God’s word and found rest in the Promised Land. Now in vs. 12 & 13 

he reminds them that the Word of God has the authority to judge the thoughts 

and intentions of man’s heart. [Heb 4:12-13] The Word of God is not like the 

words of men. God’s word is living and active. It has the ability to cut and 

divide in a way that exposes the true intent of men’s hearts.  

 

Vs. 13 is sobering. There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things 

are open and laid bare to the eyes of God  to whom we must give an account 

[even to the secret motivations of men’s hearts]. And how will He judge us? 

According to His word. In John 12:48 Jesus said, “He who rejects Me, and 

does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I 

spoke is what will judge him at the last day.” The Word of God has 

ultimate authority because it bears the authority of God Himself.  

 

So we the people of God must live under its authority knowing not 

only that we will give an account for living in obedience to His word 

but also rejoicing that this same word has the authority to give life to 

those who believe. Like Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, the word of 

God gives life.  

 

In Deut 32 the Lord said through Moses, “Take to your heart all the 

words with which I am warning you today, which you shall command 

to your sons to observe carefully, even all the words of this law. For it 

is not an idle word for you; indeed it is your life” (46-47).  

 

I Peter 1:23—“you have been born again not of seed which is 

perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding 

word of God.” 
 

Furthermore, the Word of God has the authority to sanctify us. Jesus prayed 

for His disciples, “Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth” (John 

17:17). The Word is the means by which we grow; the means by which our 

minds are renewed so we become more and more like Christ.  

 

Are you living your life under the authority of God’s Word? Are you coming 

under its authority to teach, rebuke, correct, and train you for godliness? 

Have you come under its authority to give you life? Do you regard its 

authority to render judgment on you? Greater still do you delight in its 

authority over you or do you cringe at the thought?  

It’s easy to affirm the authority of Scripture in our minds and yet not truly 

regard it as authoritative in our daily lives. If we understand the authority of 

God’s word, we will give it proper priority and weightiness in our lives. If 

we uphold the authority of Scripture we will bend to its teaching on the hard 

matters when it confounds our understanding and offends our sinful pride; 

and we will be loyal to its standard when it is counter-cultural and costly. We 

must approach Scripture humbly, allowing it to reorder our thinking.  

 

There are a number of hard teachings in scripture that tend to offend man’s 

pride, but the question we must wrestle with, is will I honor the Bible as 

authoritative over my life, or will I proudly consider my thoughts to be 

superior to the Word of God.  

 

A healthy church is one in which the Bible is taught, preached, believed, 

studied, obeyed, honored, revered, prayed over and delighted in. A healthy 

church must be a church that is actively and gladly living under the authority 

of God’s Word.  

 

2. The Bible is the authority by which we minister (Matt 28:18-20; Matt 

16:13-19; 18:15-20) 

 

This is so important for us to comprehend, especially with what is happening 

in our culture today. Otherwise, we will be tempted to back down to the 

voices of our secular culture who say that no one has the right to tell another 

person what to believe; no one has the right to tell another person what is or 

isn’t moral; no one has the right to suggest moral absolutes. When, in fact, 

there is one person who has the right to determine what is right and wrong, 

and it is God Almighty, our Creator.  

 

As the church we exist on foreign soil like an embassy to represent God as 

our King. So what authority do we have to talk to another person about their 

sin and call them to repentance and faith in Jesus? By what authority do we 
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stand against social and moral injustice? We are called to minister to this 

world by the authority of God through His Word. This is no small thing.  

 

[Matthew 28:18-20] 

 

Vs. 18 says, all authority has been granted to Jesus both in the heavenly and 

earthly realms. What has He done with that authority? In vs. 20 He delegated 

the church to go on His behalf and teach them to observe/obey all that Jesus 

has commanded. Who is the “them” that we are to teach it to (vs. 19)? All the 

nations! In other words, all people everywhere are to be confronted with the 

authoritative teachings, the gospel, of Jesus Christ. This is the authority by 

which the church is to minister. We are called to go, in the authority of Jesus, 

with the authority of His Word, to make disciples and baptize them. Baptism 

is the official means by which a person is associated with the church; the 

official means by which a person is identified as a follower of Christ.  

 

So the church has delegated authority, under Jesus, to teach His Word, make 

disciples, and to baptize—to officially recognize those who profess faith in 

Christ as genuine followers of Christ and members of His church.  

 

It’s important to recognize that Matthew 28 is not the first time that Jesus 

delegated such authority to His church. It began in Matt 16 when Peter 

rightly identified Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God.  

[Matt 16:13-19] 

 

Here Jesus declares that He will build His church on the confession that Jesus 

is the Christ. This is the first of only two times that Jesus uses the term 

“church,” so what He says here is foundational. The church will be built 

upon personal confessions of faith in Christ and the church will bear an 

authority that comes from Christ Himself. Where is the authority here? Its in 

vs. 19: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven and whatever you 

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Here Jesus is giving the church, 

through Peter, the authority on earth to recognize and declare what a person’s 

heavenly status is based on his or her confession.  

 

We know that this authority was given to the church and not just to be Peter, 

because in Matthew 18 Jesus goes on to give more specific instructions about 

this authority to bind and loose. This is the second place Jesus uses the term 

church and its in the context of how to respond when a person’s behavior 

denies the lordship of Christ. [Matt 18:15-20] 

 

We will spend more time on Matt 18 in a later discussion on church 

discipline, but what I want you to see this morning is that the church has 

been given a biblical pattern to follow to exercise its delegated authority 

from Christ on earth to declare that a person has denied their confession and 

is living a life of unbelief when their actions are contrary to God’s word and 

they do not receive the repeated correction of God’s Word.  

 

It’s important for us to clarify here that the church does not have innate 

authority—it is delegated from Jesus. The church does not have unlimited 

authority—its governed by Jesus teaching, by the Scriptures.  

 

Some have wrongly concluded that the church has authority that is equal to 

or even superior to the written Word. Others have wrongly suggested that the 

church has no authority at all. But when we study the whole counsel of 

Scripture, we discover that the church has authority under Christ, under the 

Scriptures, to declare on earth what is in alignment with God’s judgment.  

 

So we conclude that the Bible is the authority under which we must live and 

it is the authority by which we minister in this world. This is so important for 

us to establish in a series on the church because so many issues that we must 

wrestle with are difficult and counter-cultural. We need to decide ahead of 

time that what God says through the Scriptures has superiority over what 

seems right to man.  

 

Personal Application 

 

The authority of Scripture is not just relevant to matters of corporate church 

life. It’s about every believer living life in submission to God’s Word. I’m 

guessing that most of here today would affirm the doctrine of the authority of 
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Scripture as true and important, yet many of us struggle to truly honor God’s 

word on a daily basis because our minds have not been renewed to think 

biblically. Many believers still live primarily by their emotions and in 

response to their circumstances from a purely humanistic perspective. What 

standard will you be held accountable to at the end of our life: doing what 

you think is right or what God has revealed as true?  

 

I want to encourage you that it takes times time for our minds to be 

renewed—and it doesn’t happen by just listening to weekly sermons. It 

requires consistent, prolonged, regular exposure to God’s Word; daily 

coming under the wisdom of God’s word; allowing it to expose and rebuke 

sin’s deception; affirming God’s grace to restore us and giving us wisdom for 

godly living.  

 

Those of you who are relatively new to the Bible need to give yourself five 

years of daily consistent reading of all of Scripture just to start understanding 

the whole of Scripture. And all of us, regardless of our knowledge of the 

Scriptures, need the preaching of the Word to exhort us and the daily 

cleansing of the word to sanctify us and renew our minds. We need to read; 

we need to meditate; and we need to pray over the Scriptures. 

 

Quite frankly, life is hard. Life is complicated and filled with conflict, 

temptation, and deception. We need our souls to be restored. We need 

wisdom and enduring joy. We need insight. And we need to set a guard over 

our hearts—a defense against sin that we don’t even have our eyes trained to 

see yet.  

 

So I want to close by reading again Psalm 19, as a compelling vision for us to 

be a people of the Word. [Psalm 19:7-14] 

 


